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Quote:”’The principle goal of education in the schools should be creating men and women who are
capable of doing new things, not simply repeating what other generations have done”’

Jean Piaget




Director’s weekly notes- “The View from Dacia Boulevard”

As Chisinau celebrated 584 years on Wednesday, it gave us all an opportunity to have a very well
deserved mid week rest and get ourselves energised for the end of week 7. At the end of next week, week
8, we start the break and knowing how hard all my colleagues ‘

have been working, officially since mid August but for most, all
of the summer, the week's rest at the end of October will be very
welcome for the whole school community. To be physically | o &
returned for 2 months, to deliver education, to manage calmly, |
professionally and responsibly our first cases as we now see
only two classes on quarantine and colleagues & students Sge
returned back safely, is a huge achievement as a school =
community going forward in how we manage the months
ahead. My huge thanks to the team in school who work on this crisis daily and for our wonderful families
who work with us to ensure we approach this crisis and the tough decisions in a calm and cohesive way.
On Monday, the public health authorities announced the legal requirement of all students aged 10 and
over, to wear a mask inside class. We have established a culture of mask wearing from the beginning of
the academic year, how we manage it and as the brilliant grade 9s and 10s pointed out on Thursday as
I walked around the hallways, it is no big deal for us because of our own rules to make sure our school
can continue to operate effectively in the crisis. The decision to allow these grades to use the Chameleon
cafe is not linked but we are going to re-open this for grades 9 and 10, as we have the Oak centre common
room for grade 10, on a trial and monitored basis.

It would be hard not to be aware of the various elections taking place around the World, including in
Moldova, this autumn, and on Thursday my Gymnasium assembly looked at the principles and features
of democracy which then resulted in a really good discussion with grade 10 students about the need for
them to take on more leadership and how the most stable communities saw active participation and
support of everyone as we build a common good. No different in a school community and when I
stumbled across the quote from Piaget at the top of the IHH this week it really made me think about the
values and purpose of Heritage as an international school. Even though it is hard to ignore Covid19
daily, (Thursday 15th Oct was "handwashing day" which I hope is practised frequently daily), the best
way we can build forward better, to take the UN's hashtag, is to continue to focus on education,
knowledge and the skills that will nurture and develop all our children in our school community. You
can see it here every week in the IHH with so many images of hope and stories in our daily school
life. School Twitter and Facebook show what happens in our classrooms and school community daily as
we celebrate children, their learning and have a positive outlook for the future. The message in my
assembly was also linked to World Mental Health day on the 10th October as we know these are tough
times, especially for our young people and our families isolating at home and we have to be there for one
another and support each other. There is enough nonsense and hate in the World as it is right now. We
need to continue to be the Heritage beacon of hope as a lighthouse on Dacia Boulevard, as we were at
the start of the crisis in March.

Part of that hope is in initiatives such as the Founders' Lecture 2nd series, and on Wednesday, we are
deeply honoured to welcome Simon Springett, the United Nations Resident Coordinator for the Republic
of Moldova, to speak to our students and staff about the incredible work of the UN, over the last 75 years.
It will be a fantastic opportunity to ask questions and to hear more about how our global community
works to find solutions that positively impacts the lives of all. Our Founders' Lectures is seen as a key
part of why our international school prepares our young people for the challenges of the future and the
TES International published this week my article they asked for on the series. A link is below in the IHH.



I am also really pleased to see the work this month of Climate Change Action initiatives in school and
classes have been speaking with their counterparts in India and Malaysia about what we can do to save
our planet now. I am also really pleased to see the idea from Ernests and 7E to look at how we can work
towards the European Green Flag scheme and my thanks to Mr Chris and for the student newspaper,
The Heritage Globe, about to have its first edition of the academic year.

There are so many things to be positive about as we look forward with more hope and confidence, to the
future, and as we all continue to adapt and find the resilience and courage to make sure our education
at Heritage beats Covid10 everytime.

Rob Ford, Director.

Articles/Resources:

- United Nations Moldova COVID-19 Socio-Economic Response and Recovery Plan - updated
version; https://moldova.un.org/en/93768-united-nations-moldova-covid-19-socio-economic-
response-and-recovery-plan-updated-version

- Joy of MuseumsVirtual Tours; https://joyofmuseums.com/museums/europe/

- Our learning resources for students at home or just for extended
learning; https://www.heritage.md/en/discover-play-learn/

- Coronavirus; Why is Covid-19 so infectious? Great clip from BBC
World: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08twdmx

- Great initiative from the UNDP here in Moldova; The first electric scooter rental service was
launched in Chisinau -

iRide: https://www.md.undp.org/content/moldova/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2020/la-
chi_in_u-a-fost-lansat-primul-serviciu-de-inchiriat-trotinete.html

- Our learning resources for students at home or just for extended
learning; https://www.heritage.md/en/discover-play-learn/
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Can/Should my child go to school today?

Is your child or anyone in the family Stay at home, for 14 days, and inform the school immediately.

being tested for Covid19 and Monitor symptoms and if any doubt see your medical hezalth care

displaying symptoms or have self - provider for a test and further advice. Lessons will be from the

NIty Hybrid model. Inform the class teacher for advice about when you
think you are returning safely from isolation. Do not send into
school if any doubt!

A student in my child’s class has The school will inform directly the families of the class, any siblings,

tested positive, and the whole class
have been kept in their isolation

to go home immediately and where the cluster may have been. To
isolate, continuing on Distance Learning.

[

My child’s teacher has gone home The class can stay in school, to be monitored, because the teacher
with symptoms/tested positive but - has kept all safe measures. The class will have a substitute to
has been practicing safe measures? continue learning if the teacher is not able to teach remotely. Any

issues with learning contact the Head of Primary (for primary) or
the Hybrid Learning Coordinator or Academic Director.

No. We update our central track and trace spreadsheet continuzally.
The classes are operating in isolation bubbles, the school is deep
cleaned severzl times daily, students are using outdoor spaces and
getting fresh air in classes in school and therefore this avoids
transmission clusters across the classes. We are working with those
directly affected immediately and keep the community informed

Will the whole schocl community
be informed each time thereis a -
case or a suspected case?

weekly.
When/if will the school move onto The country is now on RAG zones of danger from the 1*' Oct and we
a DLP and how long is this likely? ‘ lizise with the public authorities at all times on cases, numbers,

operational safety and any developments. The DLP remains
immediately operational at all times in the event of the school
closing for 2 few weeks as case numbers are steadied and we can
return to physical school. This will likely be the pattern of 2020-21.

What to look for? If you are in any doubt, do not allow your child to come to school.
The three main symptoms to watch for are:

1. a high temperature: any new high temperature where your
child feels hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to
necessarily measure the temperature)

2. a new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour,
or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours

3. a loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss
of smell or taste or thines smell and taste different to normal

If one of the students is tested positive with Covid-19, the whole class will be quarantined for 14
days. Siblings do need to be in isolation as well.

For all the children who are in quarantine parents should fill in the epidemiological form:
https://forms.gle/Ok1DBdfa4BykX8Gq9 All the information provided will be sent to the Public Health
Center.

Necessary documentation for returning to school:

Before returning to school after the quarantine period, parents should present to classroom teacher the

Declaration
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1JOWBrE37gifOOHJAXY3URODG kISi7wc?q=owner:iute%4
Omail.ru

For children who have been tested positive with Covid-19 and in case of any disease, for return to
school it is mandatory to present the medical certificate with the 3 stamps, as a confirmation that the
child can attend groups of children.



Heritage in the media:

X ILLINOIS
Cs

"The merits of a great guest lecture series” Heritage's . sos0

brilliant Founders' Lecture series featuring in the TES ~ Transatlantic Educators
. . . Lecture Series

International and the impact outside speakers from

A series of presentations by teachers for teachers, the

our community can have on the wider curriculum and — ‘mosatanictducaions Lecure Series s the EU Center's

new K-12 initiative. In these presentations, teachers from
Europe and the U.S. explore an education-related issue

Stl,ldentS' deeper that is tied to a local and/or national context. lllinois

. teachers can receive up to 4.5 PDHs.
learnlng‘ httDS: WWW‘ tes‘ Com neWS gueSt_SDeakers_ GERMANY'S VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING SYSTEM #
power-importance-virtual-diversity i R o (L e s e
GERMANY) e }

HERITAGE COMMUNITY — GROWING TOGETHER
SATURDAY. NOV. 7. 11 A.M. CT / 18.00 GMT+2

PRESENTERS: INGA CHIOSA. ROB FORD. AND TATIANA POPA
(HERITAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, CHISINAU. MOLDOVA)

FIGHTING SYSTEMIC RACISM IN THE U.S. EDUCATION SYSTEM
SATURDAY, DEC. 5. 11 A.M. CT /18.00 GMT+2

PRESENTERS: SHAYLA EWING (PEKIN COMMUNITY HIGH
SCHOOL, PEKIN, U.S.; KEISHA REMBERT (NATIONAL LOUIS
UNIVERSITY. CHICAGO. U.S.: COREY WINCHESTER (EVANSTON
TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL, EVANSTON, U.S.)

For more info and lo register:

https:/ tinyurl. com/ TE-lectures

Notes from Ms Elize

It has definitely been much livelier in the corridors this week with classes back from their fourteen day
quarantine. Although we appreciate having the online tools and strategies to teach remotely it is positively more
exciting to be physically in school. This realisation reminded us anew why we are following health and safety
procedures. It is a small price to pay for the freedom we have to attend school where we can share our learning
environment with friends, fellow students and teachers.

In this week’s Primary School Assembly we have focused on Chisinau as we celebrated Chisinau City Day on
Wednesday. Chisinau is famously known for being one of the greenest cities in Europe. In this beautiful city the
lush green parks give a welcome respite to the hustle and bustle of city life and our day to day existence. Having
the ability to open your front door and step into one of the wonderful parks to experience the fauna and flora is
uplifting to mind and body. Students in 3E drew pictures depicting sites in some of the most prominent

parks, creating beautiful collages showing us the city through their eyes.




There is definitely a bite in the air and the trees are decorating the city in red, yellow and orange. The days are
getting shorter and nature is getting ready to slow down for a time of rest. On Wednesday 21st October 2020 we
will celebrate this beautiful time of the year with our annual Golden Harvest Festival. Students can wear
autumn colors and costumes celebrating Autumn. Students will take part in activities in their classes and all
projects will be displayed for students to view. This is a wonderful event and although we had to adapt the
festivities in order to maintain health and safety protocols it still promises to be one of the highlights of the year.

There is only one week left before the autumn break! Next week Parent Teacher Conferences will take place. Be
sure to book your appointment with your class teachers. The students have worked very hard these past few
weeks and the start of this academic year hasn’t been without its challenges. However, we have come a long way
and we are ending this first quarter off on a positive high note.

I'wish you a lovely weekend.
“Life fails to be perfect
But
Never fails to be beautiful.”

Anonymous




News from Secondary:

JOBIS e en T COBIS Poetry Competition is now open - see link for further details
https://www.cobis.org.uk/students/forthcoming-events-activities/poetry-
Poetry Competition . .
Competition theme: ‘Connections’ COmDetl tlon _2021

Deadline: dnesday 3 February 2021

cobis.org.uk/poetry

-Cambridge online study
resources; https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-us/parents-and-
students/in-class/study-resources

Students are invited to produce a piece of art that reflects this year's Jeomss Sy
competition theme, 'Connections'. '

Our Art Competition is a fantastic opportunity for young artists to compete | _ n::‘f‘::m‘:e::':’:"
internationally and showcase their talents. The competition is open to all Deactine: Wednesiday 24 Febrsy 267
COBIS schools, including Applicant schools. -

https://www.cobis.org.uk/students/forthcoming-events-activities/art-
competition-2021

o

Parent-Teacher Conference will be held on October 21-23 from 15.00 to 17.00 . If you would like to
meet classroom teachers or subject teachers from the gymnasium please make your booking by calling
the Reception and you will receive a Google meet link for online meeting. Each parent will be afforded a
slot of 15 minutes , so that other parents could have the opportunity to see that teacher too. If you would
like to have more time for discussion feel free to request for additional time to see that teacher or any
other teacher another day. On October 21-23 the school day will be over at 15.00, clubs and homework
activities will not take place.




World Maths Day

Global Education

Climate Action Project is in full swing at Heritage International School.

We started the week by planting an oak tree by the Oak Centre in our school yard, to be left as a legacy
of our participation in this important project for our planet.
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To end week 2, they had to interview their relatives from a different generation. What amazing
submissions they did - we had the possibility to hear wonderful intergenerational dialogues between the
students and their grandparents from Latvia, the USA and Moldova, among the best!

For week 3, teachers had to establish connections with educators from other countries, so that the
students interact and share their research, their opinions on climate change.

Thus, on Tuesday, our grade 7E students spoke to a class in India. They shared their opinions on the
issue and told insights from their respective countries. And what a global discussion it has been! Our
group of students told the Indian students about the climate situation in the USA, Slovakia, Israel,
Ukraine, Lebanon and Moldova.

Thursday has been a busy day,too, as several classes connected with teachers and students in Romania
- various age groups and such a variety of presentations, games and finally impressioned gained! Our
IGCSE students did a thorough research in Global Perspectives on various industries causing pollution



and global warming, and the audience in Romania was totally flabbergasted with their detailed
analyses.

= . =3 R X F
Friday was the most extraordinary day of connections: grade 8B talked to a group of students at British
International School in Johor, Malaysia. Both parties shared presentations and all they have learned in
the project so far. The grades 9 and 6 got connected to a wide group of students from Spain and Romania
and they had a very practical approach to conversation, telling about the actions they had taken in their
respective schools and communities to change things for the better. It was just impressive to watch them
share such serious concerns at such a young age.

All'in all, our week 3 has been a totally enriching experience!
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As for October 16, the entire world celebrates the UN World Food Day. Heritage students explored the
SDGs at their eTwinning Club and spoke about the Nobel Peace Prize of the year. They learned why the
existence of organisations like WFP are important and what they actually do. This topic is part of 'Single
Voices Global Choices' global project that helps students become global citizens who are aware of all
that is happening in the world. Students enjoyed playing Freerice and thus contributing to the donation
of food to the needy. And not just this - our student Adam Dacho wrote an article for the Heritage Globe
newspaper about it: https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritage-globe/food

The Foundation for Environmental Education’s Eco-Schools
programme was launched in 1994, and since then, it has reached
S\ 19 million students around the world. The Eco-Schools
N AR G programme encourages the next generation to engage in their
il environment and try to protect it. It all starts in the classroom,
Eco -SChOOIS with students exploring ways to reduce electricity costs, but
becoming a whole community’s daily life. Students experience
having a voice in the school’s environmental policies and
decisions, which slowly but steadily steers the school to becoming an Eco-School. Students learn about
the issues that are affecting the environment and ways we can protect it. It all starts with just a tree.
There are 7 steps to becoming an Eco-School. All of them are important. The idea is not to keep the
programme confined only in the school, but to give students ideas, and let them bring it home with them,
to put in action there. The programme involves everyone — even parents and the wider community. We
can receive the Bronze award if we keep the programme in the school and do only 3 steps. The silver
award is if we are improving the areas of priority. But, the best of all is the Green Flag. We can receive
it if we are constantly improving, informing, involving, and bringing ideas home.
This will take some time, but if we don’t start now, it will be too late. Let’s become an Eco-School.
Let’s start today.

Ernests Mikuts
D FORTHCOMING EVENTS (x
October 1°t-October 31,2020 Internet Safety Month
October 21°,2020 Golden Autumn Festival

21st-23rd October 2020 (Wednesday-Friday) | Parent-Teacher Conferences
24th October 2020 — 1st November 2020 | Autumn Break
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Black Sea Schoole Creative Witing Competition 2020-21

“The Imposter”

Write a short story or the opening to a novel connected to the theme 'The Imposter
Schools can submit up to 3 pieces of work for each age category.
Under 11 (UK KS2)
11-14 (UK KS3)
14-19 (UK KS485)
500 words or less

The competition will run from 9th November 2020 to 29th January 2021
Submission Date: Friday 29th January 2021

Winner to be d and ded: Tl

y 26th February 2021

Criteria for assessing the pieces will be shared with schools before the opening date. Schools should
assess their school's entries and submit up to 3 “best-in-school” pieces per age category. The organisers
will then share the submitted entries with all participating schools who will rank all entries in each
category. The piece with the best average ranking in each category will be the overall winner.

Organisers:

Rachel MacPherson (Head of English, BIST)

Joanne Gow (Key Stage 2 Coordinator and Primary Literacy Coordinator, BIST)
Please email r.macpherson@bist.ge for further details.
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Black Sea Schools Creative Writing Competition 2020-21

Criteria and rubric for assessment

Write a short story or the opening to a novel connected to the theme
‘The Imposter

Age Categories
Under 11's (UK KS2)
11-14 (UK KS3)
14-19 (UK KS485)

Procedures

1

2.
3

Schools should run a competition locally (in their own school) using the theme above,
the age categories and assess entries using the criteria below.
Schools select their own local 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each age category.

. Schools send a pdf copy of each 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed entry separately (one entry

per pdf) to r.macpherson@bist.ge. There will be a total of up to 9 pieces on 9 pdfs.
This should be done by the 29th January 2021.

. BIST will then place all the entries from all schools into a google folder for each age

category. These will be shared with each school.

. Each participating school will rank all entries 1st to nth place per age category

(excluding their own school’s entries from the ranking). The rankings should be sent to

r.macpherson@bist.ge.

. BIST will calculate the best average rankings in each age category and a winner will

be declared for each age group on 26th February.

should ider p of writing that:

Offer original interpretations of the theme that may be literal, metaphorical or ironic.
Are engaging, thought provoking and cause the reader to think deeply about the
theme and may cause the reader to experience a variety of emotions or to
contemplate issues raised by the theme.

Relate experience that is real or imagined with insight and sensitivity.

Present characters that are authentic and well developed.

Present settings that are believable and support the structure and content of the piece
of writing.

Demonstrate an understanding of the craft of writing through confident manipulation of
language that is well selected and chosen for specific effect.

Use vocabulary that is powerful and evocative. This may be achieved through the use
of metaphor and other literary techniques.

Demonstrate a unique style that indicates creativity and flair.

Please note that any submission could be used in the Black Sea Schools magazine and on social

media.

Autumn is full of colors, magic and changes, on Wednesday we will celebrate the beauty of autumn, the
students can participate in Golden Autumn event presenting works/compositions made of natural
materials, posters,, The Magic of Autumn",photo: autumnal landscape portrait,picture/painting ( A3/A4
format). We are looking to have a creative pumpkin carving and lanterns competition this week. The
works can be created at home and brought in or the materials to be brought into school to design the
works together with the classmates. Students can wear autumn colors or uniform, they are not allowed

to wear costumes.

- Chameleon Cafe annoucement; From Mon 19th Oct, Grades 9 and 10 students will be permitted to
use the cafe again as long as all safe measures are observed. They will have a special pass to be
allowed to be served.



HOW TO SUPPORT

YOUR CHILD'S
MENTAL HEALTH

Q@BELIEVEPHQ www.BelievePerform.com
R
2L
LOVE EXERCISE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT REST TIME
Be there for your Encourage play, Keep an eye out for any Regularly support, Help your child to
child and show exercise and sport changes in behaviour encourage and manage stress by
care and love praise your child building in some rest
a E time
BE PROUD PATIENCE @ e
Tell your child Be patient. HELP FEELING
that you are Don't pressure Don't be afraid to Get to know
proud of them your child seek help from how your
professionals child is feeling

EDUCATE
Educate PROBLEM LISTEN
yourself about SOLVING Make sure you
mental health Help your child to take time to listen
problems effectively problem to what your

solve child has to say

COPING
Help your child

to learn some SYMPTOMS

simple coping Be aware gf

skills such as signs an
relaxation symptoms

ENVIRONMENT
Provide a positive
environment for
your child where
they can thrive

CONVERSATION
Encourage your
child to engage
in conversation

77a®)y World Health m
&Y Organization Y
saow orcescn EUTOPE XL

We don‘t have

time for influenza
this year.

Stop flu with
vaccination, hygiene
and physical
distancing




Six things NOT to do when wearing a face covering

DO NOT use if damaged or damp
DO NOT wear it around chin
DO NOT wear loose-fitting mask

ENTRANCES

Parents/visitors:
ALcOrding O Tho Schlio:

DO NOT pull away from face to speak
DO NOT touch front of mask
DO NOT share your mask

A Smart School Life
to Prevent COVID-19

clean your desk regularly.

@ Occasionally open the windows for your health and that of your friends.

and clean-up time!
@ Clean your own desk regularly.

This is how your school life should be:
@ Always wear a mask during classes and breaks.
@ Wash your hands often.
® \When coughing or sneezing, cover your mouth
and nose with your sleeve.
® Avoid physical contact, such as holding hands.
@ Do not let others use your personal belongings.

Be considerate to your friends during I

Open windows often to let fresh air in and

Especially, do so right after arriving at school and during break, lunchtime,

@ In the school cafeteria, line up at double arm’s length apart
from each other.

@ Do not talk while eating.

@ Take off your face mask right before eating your meal
and put it back on immediately after. Q

-~

If you are feeling ill, tell your teacher.

@ If you have fever, sore throat, cough,
or runny nose, tell your teacher right away.

@ If your friend becomes a confirmed case, do not panic;
just follow your teacher’s instructions.

CORONAVIRUS
SOCIAL DISTANCING

PLEASE KEEP
APART




Protect yourself and loved ones
from coronavirus.

Wash your hands regularly Cover your mouth and nose

with soap and water.

while sneezing or coughing.

Avoid close contact with

anyone who has a cold
or flu-like symptoms.

Director: director@heritage.md

Academic/Secondary School inga.chiosa@heritage.md
Primary School: elize.morin@heritage.md
International: international @heritage.md
Family Liaison Officer: diana.pulbere@heritage.md

If you have fever, cough
and difficulty breathing,
seek medical care early.

§

I

-
unicef@  for every child

School psychologist: olesea.pletniov@heritage.md

Head of English Department: liliana.pulbere@heritage.md
ESL Cambridge primary: larisa.mirza@heritage.md
Absences: school.absences@heritage.md

Buses/meals: tatiana.arnautu@bheritage.md

Hybrid Learning Coordinator: tatiana.popa@heritage.md

Follow Heritage on social media: FB (@heritage.moldova) Webpage (www.heritage.md) Twitter(@HIS Moldova
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